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restore him to the throne of his ancestors. The scheme
was a tempting one to an ambitious man, and Olive
knew that it was practicable. But he saw that the time
had not arrived for the establishment of an Anglo-Indian
Empire, and that a premature advance would be contrary
to sound policy and the interests of England. He had
the greatness of mind to resist the temptation and to
content himself with the less brilliant but more solid
achievement of rendering the British hold on the Bengal
provinces secure. No one who reads the history of the
period can avoid the conclusion that Olive was right.
-Success would have been followed by evil rather than
good. All the horrors that flowed from government on
commercial principles in Bengal would have been multi-
plied tenfold, and the fate of India would have been
that of Mexico or Peru. The Parliamentary inquiry
into Olive's conduct and the impeachment of Warren
Hastings had to take place before the Indian civil service
could be purified, and the English, be fitted to rule an
Indian Empire.
Olive's action as a public man in England appears to
have been largely influenced by two motives : a desire
to enforce his views with regard to the government of
India, and the necessity for protecting his fortune. When
he returned in 1760 he proposed to ignore the India
House and to carry his views over the heads of the
Directors through his influence with the Ministry and
at Court. His illness and the resignation of Pitt inter-
fered with this scheme; and, after he had rejected Lord
Bute's overtures, he was almost obliged, in self-defence,
to embark on the stormy sea of Leadenhall Street
politics. It was neither a wise nor a dignified course
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